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BIBLIOTH EQUE Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth Saint JOSEph University
ORIENTALE Foundation Beirut Inc.

Subject: Letter of Intent for the Conservation and Restoration of the Bibliotheque
Orientale and Map Archive

Dear [Donor’s Name],

| am reaching out to share an extraordinary opportunity to preserve and protect one of the Middle
East’s most significant historical and intellectual treasures—the Bibliothéque Orientale (BO) at
Saint Joseph University of Beirut (USJ).

For over a century, the Bibliothéque Orientale has served as a premier center for research and
knowledge, housing:

v 3,700 rare manuscripts
v 230,000 books

v 4,110 historical maps
Vv 250,000 photographs

This collection is an irreplaceable window into the cultural, historical, and academic heritage
of Lebanon and the region. However, due to environmental conditions, age-related deterioration,
and the lack of conservation resources, many of these priceless artifacts are at risk.

A Vision for Conservation & Global Accessibility

To address these challenges, USJ is launching an ambitious conservation and restoration
initiative that will:

> Establish a dedicated Conservation Center for the restoration of rare manuscripts, maps,
and historical documents.

> Digitize and Preserve Fragile Materials, ensuring global scholarly access.

> Restore the Map Archive, with a focus on historical cartography essential for academic
and cultural research.

» Promote Heritage and Learning, through exhibitions, academic programs, and public
access to restored materials.
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A Partnership for Lasting Impact

We are seeking visionary philanthropic partners to help bring this project to life. Your
foundation’s leadership in cultural preservation and education aligns perfectly with this
initiative, and we would love the opportunity to explore how we can collaborate to protect this vital
legacy.

As a key philanthropic supporter, there are meaningful opportunities for recognition, including:
¢ Exclusive Naming Rights for the new Conservation Center at the Bibliotheque Orientale.
¢ Global Recognition through exhibitions, academic research, and media coverage.

e AlLasting Legacy in preserving Middle Eastern history for future generations.

| would welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can work together to ensure the success of this
initiative. Please let me know a convenient time to connect. | look forward to exploring how your
foundation’s vision and mission can align with this transformational project.

With gratitude,
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